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Chapter IV
THE THRONE HOSPITAL
Private philanthropy, so vigorous in mid-Victorian times, was anxious and
disturbed at the prevalence oftuberculosis in the community. Another substantial
benefactor appeared - Samuel Martin of Shrigley, Killyleagh. He came of a
family of prosperous merchants well -known for their public and private charitable
donations. He was in the traditions of the family when he purchased a property in
the north of Belfast known as 'The Throne'; according to local tradition so-called
because it was believed to have been a stronghold of the O'Neills.
On 5 April 1872 he wrote to the Treasurer of the General Hospital - James
Girdwood - to tell him: 'I hold 27 acres, 2 roods and 16 perches statute measure
of land at a place called The Throne. I have decided to establish a home for
children there, and I have to request, through you, the proper authorities of the
General Hospital in Belfast to accept from me the remainder ofthe land, on which
to erect a convalescent hospital, or for whatever other purpose they wish'.
By 1874 he had erected and formally opened a children's hospital with
accommodation for 32 beds. He appointed a matron, Miss Markham, and a
physician and surgeon, Dr Marley of Whitehouse. In making the transfer to the
Belfast General Hospital he stipulated that at least 10 beds should be set aside for
the 'reception of children afflicted with spinal disease and deformity arising
therefrom, which may admit of relief and improvement by surgical treatment and
care, and who may therefore be inmates for a length of time'. He also stipulated
that the General Hospital should build a convalescent hospital on the site within
three years.
The Committee of the General Hospital were delighted to receive this generous
gift. The opportunity of acquiring a children's hospital of their own, with a
convalescent unit and a tuberculosis unit as well, was most welcome. They then
decided that the time was ripe to apply for a Royal Charter for the Belfast General
Hospital, which was granted in 1874.
Samuel Martin died suddenly of fever in 1882. Replying to condolences from the
General Hospital Committee, his father John Martin undertook 'that it shall be a
prominent object in the life of his mother and myself to fulfil his intentions to the
full extent'. So the work went on. A convalescent block housing 21 patients was
erected. John Martin died in 1886.
The General Hospital Committee found that they were unable to get enough
money to build a block for adult consumptive patients. So, after having secured
permission from the Master ofthe Rolls, 20 beds in the convalescent unit were set
aside for consumptive patients, 10 beds for male, 10 for female, quite shut off
from the rest of the hospital. Forster Green had earlier offered to give S£5,000
for the building of a tuberculosis unit if a like sum could be raised by public
subscription. When this proved impossible he withdrew his offer, but in 1889 he
donated a sum of £;5,000 plus £;500 for the consumptive unit.
In all, in the Throne children's hospital, there were 16 beds for boys, and 15 for
girls; and in the convalescent unit 21 beds. The children's department 'had alarge well -lighted theatre'. Mr T S Kirk was appointed surgeon in charge,
Dr W Calwell was in charge of the convalescent unit and Dr Marley of the
children's unit and the consumptive unit.
All went smoothly for a considerable time. In 1900 permission was given for
tuberculous patients at all stages to be admitted. Under the terms of the Martin
bequest, only advanced cases were to be taken in - cases in which there was
very little chance of either improvement or cure. But the demand for admission of
patients to the tuberculosis hospital became less urgent as the years went by. On
18 October 1919 the Royal Victoria Hospital Management Committee resolved
that 'no more cases of tuberculosis should be admitted to the Throne Hospital
because of the danger of fire in the consumptive and convalescent units ... The
terms of the Deed of Endowment would be fulfilled if the Forster Green funds
were used for the treatment of patients suffering from consumption and diseases
of the chest in the wards of the Royal Victoria Hospital'.
There is no longer any commemorative token in the Throne Hospital of Samuel
Martin, itsfounderand benefactor; moreover hisnamehaslong sincedisappeared
from its original title which was 'The Samuel Martin Children's Hospital'. When he
presented the hospital to the General Hospital the Board erected two stained glass
windows with the commemorative inscription 'In memory of Samuel Martin of
Shrigley, Killyleagh, Founder and Endower of the Sick Children's Hospital'. (The
Belfast Hospital for Sick Children at that time was in premises in Queen Street,
Belfast). In 1960 a decision was taken to install clear glass windows and the
Martin windows were removed and presented toWhitehouse Presbyterian Church
where they were re -erected. There is a memorial tablet in the First Presbyterian
Church, Rosemary Street, Belfast, of which Samuel Martin was a member. The
Hospital is now a geriatric unit.
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